Kingsferry Bridge – Opening for craft
There have been occasional incidents of craft being kept waiting for no apparent good reason and the needs of yachtsmen have been explained to the Management – i.e that craft skippers are provided accurate information about when they will be allowed to pass.
These are the facts:
Monday to Saturday the bridge is able to open at 20 minutes past the hour and 10 minutes to the hour.
On Sundays it is able to open on the hour.
However!! -   It cannot lift more than three times in two hours as the motors overheat. So if you arrive for an opening and it has already opened on the last three published opening times you will have to wait at least an hour for the motors to cool down.
It is therefore in your own best interests to contact the bridge keeper well in advance and let him know your expected time of arrival and he will do his best to give you a lift at the earliest opportunity. Having said that, he only has a handheld VHF so is limited by its range. Call him again when you are about ten minutes away. Do not call on Ch16 - he works on Ch10 only.
If you are unable to get a reply at all, call Medway VTS on Ch74 and they will endeavour to contact him by phone.
The MYA is pressing to have illuminated panels showing the time of the next opening fixed on either side of the bridge but we don't know if BR can be persuaded.

(This update was published by Upnor SC 12/9/2007 – we do not believe that there has been any progress since that time)
